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A summary is a brief overview of a narrative story. Most stories can be summarized by using the Somebody 
Wanted But So Then method.
. 1.  Write the title and the author. 

2. Summarize the story by filling in each of the blanks below. 

Somebody

Title and author:

Write a summary of the text that includes the details above.

Summarizing (narratives) Name:

Who is the main 
character?

Wanted 

What does the main
character want to
accomplish?

But

What conflict or 
problem does the 
main character face?

So

What does the main 
character do in  
response to the 
problem?

Then

How is the problem 
solved?
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A summary is a brief overview of a narrative story. Most stories can be summarized by using the Somebody 
Wanted But So Then method.
. 1.  Write the title and the author. 

2. Summarize the story by filling in each of the blanks below. 

Somebody

Title and author:

Write a summary of the text that includes the details above.

Summarizing (narratives) Name:

Who is the main 
character?

Stellaluna

Stellaluna wants to be with her bat family, but she gets separated from her mother and doesn’t know how to fly. So she is taken in 
by a family of birds and learns to eat insects and worms. Then she learns how to fly and is reunited with her bat family. 

Wanted 

What does the main
character want to
accomplish?

She wants to be with
her bat family.

But

What conflict or 
problem does the 
main character face?

She gets separated 
from her mother and 
she doesn’t know 
how to fly.

So

What does the main 
character do in  
response to the 
problem?

She is taken in by a 
family of birds and 
learns to eat insects 
and worms.

Then

How is the problem 
solved?

She learns how to fly 
and is reunited with 
her bat family.

Stellaluna, by Janell Cannon


